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Abstract

This study aims at documenting the life of Nasr Bin Sayyar Al-Laythi, the last
Umayyed governor to Khurasan. Accordingly, the -study attempts to give a
comprehensive account of his life, policy and achievements. It consists of four
chapters, an introduction, an analysis of the most important references and a
conclusion.

Chapter one involves two sections. The first address this man’s life and
character. The second discuss his military and administrative role up to 120 A.H/737
A.D. This includes his involvement in the enternal events of Khurasan, participation
along with other governors of Khurasan in the conquests of the trans river countries
“Jehoon” and administrative positions he took during this period.

Chapter two consists of four sections. The first one tackles Bin Sayyar’s reign at
Khurasan 120A.H/737A.D. This sectin addresses the political situation befor Bin
Sayyar’s office, reasons for selecting him for the office and his policy after resumption
of office, and ends with Bin Sayyar’s Arabization of Khurasan Treasury. The third
section tackles his financial policy including the tax system in Khurasan in the early
Islam period, the tax reforms he took. The section also reviews previous tax reforms
by the Caliph Omar Bin Abdulaziz and Ashras Bin Abdulallah Al-Sullami. The fourth
section discusses Bin Sayyar’s military conquests including these of in the trans-river
country (Jehoon) and the peace process he carried out with people of (Al-Syghud).

Chapter three discusses Bin Sayyar’s relation to governors of Iraq and the
political powers in Khurasan. It consists of four sections. The firs one addresses Bin
Sayyar’s relations with governors of Iraq. The second one tackles his relation to the

Nizari tribes, (Al-Muzariyya and Al-Rab’yya) and to the Yameni tribes-which led to



the emergence of the movement of Juday‘. Bin Ali Karamani, The third one discusses
Bin Sayyar’s position on the Islamic factions, and the fourth section tackles his
relation to the local people. The chapter concludes with evaluation of Bin Syyar’s
relation to the various parties and reflection of it on conditions at Khurasan.

Chapter fourth discusses Bin Sayyar and the Abbasid revolution. It consists of
four sections, The first one reviews beginning of the Abbasid call in Khurasan and Bin
Sayyar’s attitude towards it. Measures taken by Bin Sayyar against the Abbasids are
tacked in the second section. The third section discusses the Ummayed Caliphate
position with regards to calls made by Bin Sayyar to the Caliph Marwan Bin
Mohammad, and Yazid Bin Omar Bin Hubeira, governor of Iraq. The Khurasani
people position on Bin Sayyar and the revolution is also discussed. The fourth chapter
tackles death of Bin Sayyar and the political situation in Khurasan after this event.

The study concludes that Bin Sayyar used to enjoy a distinctive status despite
the fact that he was from the Kinanah tribe which was a small one. He enjoyed great
qualifications that made the Caliph Hisham Bin Abdel Malik think that he was a good
candidate for the office. This was one great motive for Hisham Bin Abdul Malik to
assign him as a governor of Khurasan of course Bin Sayyar had other qualification
that made him a strong candidate for the position.

The first half of Bin Sayyar’s office witnessed a lot of achievements on all
levels-administrative, financial and military. As result in the second half of his office
Khurasan witnessed the emergence of some opposition movements. These movement
can be traced to two motives. The first is a tribal one and led by Juday’ Bin Ali
Karmani, and the other is sectarian and represented by the Murjia’ which was
represented by Al-Harith Bin Surayj, the Shia represented by Yahya Bin Zaid Bin Al-
Hussein, and the Khawarij represented by Sheiban Bin Salama Al-Harouri. It took Bin
Sayyar about five years crush these movements and this had a negative impact on his
and Khurasan, He became of a weaker position and lost so many men, and so the
Abbasid Shia took advantage of this situation and started a stronger compaign to
spread their ideas and principles and attract more followers.

It should be noticed here that Bin Sayyar’s relation to other parties was not
lways negative. There were some positive aspects. For instance his relation to

governors of Iraq may prove that he had some support that enabled him to stand the



decision of dismissal and stay in office. This support did not only include Muzari.
tribes but also some Yemeni people.

From the beginning of his office in Khurasan Bin Sayyar took notice of the
activities carried out by supporters of the Abbasid call. He took measures against them
before and after the declaration of the Abbasid revolution. However, a lot of Arabs
joined the Abbasid call and this led to domination over Marw by the Shia Abbasid.

Despot that Bin Sayyar escaped from Maraw, he did not lose his authority. He
never gave up and started to mobilize his supporters and continued to send letter for
the Yummayad Caliphate asking for support to encounter the Shia Abbasid. Some
people continued to support the Ummayed authority represented by Bin Sayyar.
During his office in Khurasan, Bin Sayyar proved high efficiency, and this can be
proven by his ability to maintain the office throughout the offices of four caliphs
starting from Hisham Bin AbdulMalik to Marwan Bin Mohammad. He became loyal

to the end and did not leave up Khurasan until he was dismissed.
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